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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following Sermon was compoſed 

and delivered, without any view to 
publication. It is ſent abroad, at the re- 
queſt of ſome wworthy friends, «who think it 
calculated for uſefulneſs. The Author com- 
mends it to the bleſſing of Gov, and the 
candour of the Public, It is obſerved by 
an excellent Writer, that, © A ſermon, lite 
a tool, may be poliſhed till it bas no edge,” 
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A GOOD NAME 18 RATHER TO BE CHOSEN, 
THAN GREAT RICHES: 


H E Book of Proverbs is « large and 
valuable collection of things moral 

and divine. It is a magazine of various 
ſtores, entertaining, uſeful, and permanent; 
As proverbs were laid aſide, when the att 
of printing was invented, we are to look far 
their date in the infancy of the world. At 
firſt, the knowledge of important facts, or 
judicious maxims for the conduct of life, 
were communicated by the channel of con- 
rerſation. After this, writing was intro- 
duced, but not in the degree of modern 
times. Manuſcripts were rarely compoſed ; 
the ſages of antiquity delivered their advice 
mw and then; win ſhort ſentences; not in 
laboured and numerous volumes. A pro- 
verb was a common, ealy method of con- 
reying inſtruction: it might be taught with 
A 3 facility, 
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facility, and remembered with advantage. 
Hence came the Sayings of the Wiſe Men 
of Greece, the Aphoriſms of Hippocrates, 
and the Proverbs of Solomon. The lat- 
ter was ſuppoſed to be a young man when 
he wrote the Canticles, middle-aged when 
he delivered the Proverbs, and advanced in 
life when he penned Ecclefiaſtes.——It is 
remarkable that the Hebrew term *, which 
ſignifies a proverb, is expreſſive of dominion; 
becauſe of the power and influence it gene- 
rally has upon the mind : it is a kind of lay 
in the opinions and actions of the world. 
Frequently the Ancients would inſeribe it 
on a pillar, or above the gate of a temple 4, 
that it might be ſeen by the populace, and be 
read with attention. But the proverbial parts 
of the ſacred canon are deſcended from better 
authority; they are delivered by wiſdom that 
cannot err—mercy which -never fails—and 
power not to be reſiſted. 

Some think it a diſparagement to the Book 
of Proverbs, that it contains none of thx 


* Derived from Hm dominatus ef. 

I rob 04au]:v, Know thyſelf, was placed on 
the front of the temple at Delphi. ge, 
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peculiar doctrines of revelation : but the ob- 
jection is frivolous. They have no place in 
a work of that nature ; becauſe a proverb is 
founded in the occurrences of life, and il- 
luſtrated by daily experience, Every thing 
is beautiful in its ſeaſon, and variety is the 
ornament of ſcripture. ** It is profitable for 
doctrine reproof correction inſtruction 
in righteouſneſs - that the man of Gop may 
be perfect thoroughly furniſhed unto all 
good works “.“ 

The paſſage, intended for preſent medi- 
tation, is inferior to none in the Book of 
Proverbs. May God inable me to ſpeak with 
pertinence, that the doctrine may “ diſtil as 
the dew—as the ſmall rain upon the tender 
herb and as the ſhowers upon the graſs +.” 
A GOOD NAME IS RATHER TO BE CHOSEN, 


THAN GREAT RICHES. Fl 

I would conſider the object recommended, 
the encomium pronounced, and the practical 
uſe of the whole.—Indulge me a few mi- 
nutes. 8 : 


* 2 Tim, iii. 16, 17. + Deut. xxxii. 2. 
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The object recommended is the firſt thing 
in order: a good name. The term good is 
printed in italics, becauſe not in the origin- 
al: but the Tranſlators acted properly: 
A name is rather to be choſen than great 
riches:“ It cannot mean a bad name, for that 
interpretation refutes itſelf. It cannot mean 
human titles : theſe are pompous, but of no 
value. They adorn' the firſt page of a book, 
or grace the flattering dedication they look 
grand in the columns of a public paper, or 


commonly ſpeaking, have no more connec- 
tion with real dignity, than a man's garment 
with his underſtanding. Perhaps, taking the 
world on a mean proportion, they belong to 
the moſt idle, profane, and empty. A com- 
mon ſoldier may have greater merit than his 
general ;—a mechanic than the merchant 
who employs him. A plain ſerious miniſter 
may be more uſeful in the church of Chriſt, 
than ſome who blaze with epiſcopal honour, 
and pride themſelves in the title of Prelate 
or Metropolitan, 


Falſe pretenſions are frequently made to 2 


noble character. Men of high birth delight 
| in 
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ſwell the pedigree of private families; — but, 
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19 
in the value of their blood, or think them- 
{elves intitled to offices of renown, As if 
outward ſplendor was a proof of internal 
powers; or the liſt of fame inſured, to poſte= 
rity, genius, learning, or uſefulneſs ——— 
Theſe things are not hereditary, but per- 
ſonal. A great name is very different from 
a good name. The former may attract the 
croud, and ftrike beholders with veneration; 
dut the latter only can ſtamp the impreſſion 
of dignity, One reſembles the crackling of 
thorns ®,—noiſy—hollow—tranfent. The 
other may be denominated a lamp of purity 
diffuſing pleaſure. | 

. ibaa, 


commanding his appetite, ruling his houſe, 


a promoter of charity and peace—without 
envy, pride, or backbiting ; without habits 
of intemperance, cruelty, or injuſtice—de- 
liberate in chuſing, reſolute in performing, 
watchful in private, and candid to the fail-- 
ings of others ?—Seeſt thou a- man regular 
and attentive ip worſhip, a lover of good 
people, afflicted for the prevalence of im- 
piety, trembling for the ark of the Lord 4— 
Ecce. vii. 6. + 1 Sam, iv. 13. 
Seeſt 
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Seeſt thou a Nathaniel in whom there is ng 
guile *—a Simeon waiting for the conſola. 
tion of Iſrael +—that perſon, whether bloom- 
ing with the ſmile of youth, or decrepid 
with the wrinkles of age, whether ſeated on 
a throne or hid in a cottage, is intitled 
to the precious object: he poſſeſſes what 
the odours of Arabia cannot rival, and the 
wealth of Croeſus could not purchaſe. 

The ſecond part of our ſubject is the en- 
comium here pronounced. 

A good name is better than riches; for the 
origin of one is intrinſic, of the other ex- 
ternal. Our Lord hath ſhewn us, that, in 
a moral ſenſe, nothing without a man can 
defile him ; only, bad thoughts and propen- 
ſities within f. By ſimilar argument, no- 
thing barely exterior can promote his honour. 
It muſt be ſomething internally excellent, 
growing up to maturity in the heart. 

Suppoſing a good character and a plenti- 
ful fortune equal in other reſpects, in the 
foundation they are commonly different. A 
flower in a garden is more precious, than 


* John i. 47. + Luke ii. 25. 1 Mart vi. 
15. : 


another 
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mother of like qualities in the field. One 
beſpeaks care and attention; the other is 
caſual and adventitious. Fortune may come 
by chance; a good name is the reſult of ap- 
plication. Fortune may be transferred by 
a deed in law; it may deſcend by another's 
generolity ; it may fall to a man undeſign- 
edly, and contrary to expectation, But a 
good name is incommunicable ; the fruit of 
our conduct, or never to be looked for: it is 
like a harveſt of our own culture, ſowing 
e and reaping. A ſtranger intermeddles not 
1 with it ?; — he may enjoy the benefit of our 
n good character, but cannot partake of the 
n 
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honour ; — he may taſte the fruit, or fit un- 
der the branches, but the root of the matter 
; is within us +. 
; Fortune may be the effect of induſtry, and 
the true companion of honor ; but then it 
approaches to a moral attainment ; it ſtands 
on the baſis of virtue, and the compariſon 
drops. = 
The value of money is capricious, for it 
changes with fevolving centuries; it is now, 
in England, much leſs, than at the time of 


Prov. xiv. 10. + Job xix. 28. 
William 
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William the Conqueror.— Gold is no bettef 
than iron, if civil ſociety would ſo appoint 
_ it, —A million ſterling, in it's own nature, 

is not preferable to a million of pebbles. 
But virtue and vice are eſſentially different. 
No being can change their quality. The 
laws of Nature are not fo firm: the Deity 
may controul or reſcind them, but will ne- 
ver tranſpoſe the other. 

I grant that the poſſeſſion of a good name i 
not always certain ;—for a worthy man may 
ſuffer by calumny, and his character be im- 
peached by cruelty—but the ground is the 
ſame; there is a fair title to reputation; 
and though mortals are unjuſt; our Maker 
is impartial, We conclude therefore, © & 
good name is rather to be choſen, than peut 
riches.” 

They differ likewiſe in nrility. I am not 
going to depreciate the advantages of wealth: 
—a man muft eradicate the feelings of Na- 
ture, and wear a maſk upon his countenance, 
before he difputes the value of. a competent 
eſtate. The good things of life are deſire- 
able, whether you conſider men as indivi- 
duals, the heads of reſpective families, ot 
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members of the body-politiek, This, how- 


evet, proves the importance—not of great 
riches (the term uſed in the text) deep as 
the caverns of the earth, and piled up high 
u the heavens but of a moderate proportion 
of worldly circumſtances. 

Indeed there is a channel for the diftri- 
bution of wealth, fo pleaſant, copious, and 
valuable, that, if we deſire to improve it, 
there is no poſſibility of exceſs in pecuniary 
treaſures. Need I fay that the channel is 
benevolence ? Protecting the injured—ſup- 
plying the poor—clothing the naked—re- 
leving the orphan—and making the widow's 
heart to ling for joy ? Riches, thus ap- 
plied, can never be too great, nor the pane- 
grick they deſerve too animated. In that 
caſe, a man reſembles the Divinity, remov- 
ing ſorrow, and diffuſing happineſs. But 
here, the worth of a large fortune depends 
on generolity ; it ſuppoſes a good heart, and 
a fair charater; it is beſide our purpoſe. 
Solomon refers to abundant wealth conſider- 
td abſtractedly. 


Job xxix. 13. 
The 
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The comfort of ſociety is promoted chiefy 
by thoſe, whom Providence hath placed in 
the middle rank of life. A prudent, worthy, 
laborious tradeſman is more important to 
the community, than moſt of the gentry and 
nobility of a kingdom. Good order and a 
fair example are derived from the firſt z=—dif- 
ſipation, extravagance and vice on the 
ſecond. 

Let us weigh the probability of 1 go 
by theſe different talents — character, and 
fortune. If the temptations of the latter 
exceed thoſe of the former; if one is a pre- 
ſcrvative to goodneſs, the other a ſnare toit; 
if one confirms while the other relaxes the 
tone of diligence, reſolution, a public ſpirit, 
and a ſerious temper—then the object of pre- 
ference is manifeſt, 

Riches are pregnant with poiſon : they are 
like a ſnake in the graſs; you never ſuſpedt 
harm, but preſently feel it: riches contain a 
variety of temptations, and it is wonderful, 
if none of them captivate, They lead to 
bribery and corruption — debauchery and 
ſloth. Either the gaity of a prodigal, or the 


8 of a miſer often tread in their ſteps. 
The 
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The wealthieſt kingdom is frequently the 
worſt, When there is great affluence, there 


js need of abundant grace, If men have no 
changes, they ſeldom fear God *: they are 
likely to become proud, aſſuming and un- 
charitable—to break thro” law and decency 
to contract a wrong biaſs, an eager love to 
preſent enjoyments, and a ſuperficial regard 
for egternal objects. The chimeras of ſcepti- 
eilm fly from the cottage, and generally 
hover about the palaces of the great. How 
hardly ſhall they that have riches enter into 
the kingdom of God +? -A queſtion with- 
out meaning if a is friendly to im- 
provement. 

But a good name has no inconyenience, 
As it makes a man lovely, it renders him uſe- 
ſul. Being the outward ſeal of God's appro- 
bation, it ſecures benefit to the owner, and 
multiplies the ſprings of felicity. It gives a 
perſon weight in civil and domeſtic life. You 
can eaſily truſt him—you can ſafely follow 
him—you love his company ſeek his direc- 
tion - and are dgily improved by his example. 
The righteous is more excellent than his 


—_ N 19. 7 Mark x. 23. 
5 | neigh- 
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neighbour 1. View him as 2 huſband, x 
parent, a maſter, a brother, or merely z 
friend, in every capacity he is owned and proſ 
pered. | 
A name for natural endowments may give 

riſe to vanity—but a name for goodneſs will 
promote humility. It inſpires a virtuous 
emulation—it excites to eyery good word and 
work |. * 

There is no time for the purpoſe, or I 
would bring facts from ſacred and profane 
hiſtory. I would produce evidence that can. 
not be overturned. ] would call up to the By 
Governors, Lawgivers, Heroes, Patriarchs— 
Prophets and Apoſtles—men of low extraction 
and poor circumſtances—yet the oracles of 
wiſdom, the ornament of a ſtate, the guar- 
dians of public liberty, and the fountains of 
human happineſs. 

You know a Perſon who can outweigh 
them all—his fortune nothing —his birth- 
place a manger—his life a pilgrimage—his 
death an infamy :——Yet, to ſay nothing of 
miraculous power, and divine commiſſion, he 
enlightens the world by his doctrine, and 

1 Prov. X11, 26. | ll 2 Thel. ii. 17. 
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eſorms it by example. The motto is in- 
graved on the pages of his hiſtory, © A good 
name is rather to be choſen than great 
liches.“ | 

They differ no leſs in private comfort. A 
man's life conſiſteth not in the gold and ſilver, 
the pearls * and diamonds, he may count in 
his bag, or hide in his cabinet. If a good 
name be not their companion, they are miſe- 
rable gueſts to the entertainer. Great afflu- 
ence, without benevolence and piety, is the 
parent of contempt ; and _— that are diſ- 
piſed, are happy: 

- But, the children of God, tho torn with 
the ſhaft of afflition—tho* broken on the 
wheel of adverſity—are not comfortlefs,, nor 
forſaken. Friends will pity. and ſuſtain 
them ; a good conſcience will afford light in 
darkneſs, and ſerenity in death. Providence 
is the guardian of the upright; God will de- 
ſend them from the ſtorm and the tempeſt; 
grace will ſupport in the day of trial; or 
zild the ſcene gf proſperity. A good man 
is ſatisfied from himſelf . And the ap- 


Lake xii. 15. + Prov. xiv. 14. 
„ plauſe 


„ 
plauſe of the ſober the prudent—the piom 
will be muſic to the ear, and rapture to the 


heart. 
Now then; who is to be envied? The 


man of the world, or the votary of religion 
He that has grandeur without enjoyment, ot 
he that ſmiles under the frown of calamity ? 
How many Britains—plumed with honour, 
riding in ſtate, and lying upon coffers of 
gold — have choſen death rather than life#,” 
and ſtrangling before exiſtence.? They have 
plundered the treaſures of the eaſt, and cloſed 
the drama with ſuicide. They firſt grind the 
faces of the poor, and then butcher them- 
ſelves. While the common day-labourer, 
with an honeſt heart—a ſober character 
decent family, enjoys the bleſſing of life, 
goes out to his ſervice contented and happy, 
and returns at evening with a ſang and 2 
triumph. Surely, my friends, the advice of 
the prophet is reaſonable,—** Seckeſt thou 
great things for thyſelf ? Seek them not f. 
David remarks, in the xxxviith pſalm t, 2 
little that a righteous man hath is better than 
the treaſures of many wicked,” _ 
Job vii. 15, + Jer. Xlv. 85. f v. 16. 
wy There 
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There is, anxiety, , care, diſappoin 
and trouble make the beſt of riches. A 
if we are drawn by the temptation they offer, 
we may ruin the conſtitution—fill our bodies 
with pain and fever—loſe the fair bloſſom of 
reputation, and curſe the day of our birth. 
An angel from heaven could not exhauſt 
the ſubject. We love tomeet with reſpect--- 
to be viewed with complacency --- to be 
eſteemed in a circle of friends. To deny it, 
is vain and ſtupid, Why are men deſirous of 
concealing their faults ? Why doeg the hypo- 
crite wear a blind on his character? Why 
is the garment of virtue proſtituted for the 
covering of vice ? Pradigality is called muni- 
kcence=--avarice goes by the name of pru · 
tence---infadelity by that of manly freedom 
---liberty is the name of licentiouſneſs. 
Here is an argument from the lips of the ad · 
rerſary ; here, a concefion from the Prince 
of darkneſs. 
Finally, a good name i is better than great 
tiches in point of duration. . 
The faſhion of this. world paſſeth away * z 
nches make to themſelves wings, and the 
1 Cor. vii. 31. 
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Afts of fortune are deceitful 2. Neel ve ! 
look to the continent for an example? E 
our native iſland an exception? Have we not it 
inſtances of men graſping every thing, and b 
loſing all ?---Plotting and labouring for en: Ml © 
ormous wealth --- and then at one ſudden Wl © 
wreſt ſhattered into ruin ?---Falling like » Ml © 
bulky edifice, which bears down inferior Ml 2 
buildings, aod ſweeps them before it ?---The Ml ** 
innocent ſuffer with the guilty ; and numbers de 
Who thought themfelves rich in thouſand, . 
are plunged into inſolvency, and want * Ju 
for their children. ref 

But let us make a fair ſuppoſition. Let lat 
there be no changes by war, famine, earth- ful 
quakes or trade---let every want be filled--- nie 
every wiſh be gratified---every day be happy Wl de 
let ambition weave the garland of lau- 
rels---let riches croud at the door, and con- 
tinue faithful to their votary. Vet then 
lies, in the hand of Providence, an immove- 
able boundary to human ſplendor. We 
came into the world naked, and muſt leave 
it as deſtitute. ** It is appointed unto men 
once to die, and after this the judgment f. 


* Pf, xxiii. 5. + Heb. ix. 27. 
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But how will the gay and faſhionable meet 
the King of Terrors ?-----Hear that ſhriek ! 
it came from the heart ! poor wretch ! I ſee 
him ghaſtly on the brink of death ! --- He 
dare not look back, for life was abuſed---he 
dare not look forward, for hell is naked be- 
fore him, and the yawning gulph opens 
to ſwallow. --- Where now the tempting 
baits of the world ? - Where the treaſures 
hoarded by avarice ? Bring them forth 
preſent them as a ranſom---give them to the 
judge --- cry earneſtly with tears --- Lord, 
reſcue the dying from miſery ?---Ah! too 
late the requeſt l- heard the voice, dread- 
ful as a peal of thunder, Thau fool, this 
night, thy ſoul ſhall be required of thee ; 
then, whoſe ſhall thoſe things be, which 
thou haſt provided *? 

But the memory of the juſt is bleſſed +, 
when the name of the wicked ſhall rot. A 
good character is immortal. The ſcythe of 
tath cannot deſtroy it. It ſhall live when 
the body is worm-eaten---it ſhall proſper 
when nature ſleep$---it ſhall be glorious when 
the univerſe decays. If this be our title, a. 


Luke xii, 20. + Pi. x. 7. 
B 3 future 
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future generation will mention us with te. 
ſpe. Poſterity will forget our failings, and 
bury our faults. They will love us for our 
works ſake, when theſe bones are moulder- 
ing in ſilence, and our ſpirits have launched 
on the ocean of eternity.—-Angels are now 
waiting in the port of bliſs, to bid us wel 
come there---Seraphs are preparing the gol- 
den ſtrings, to ſound the virtues of the juſt 
---Manſions of radiant beauty are decked i 
with a Saviour's hand, to grace the en 

of wiſdom. 

Bleſſed is he, whoſe name is written in the 
Lamb's book of life ® --- whoſe character is 
regiſtered in the City of Zion !--- There it 
cannot be defaced ; for it is not entered in 
paper, nor recorded with ink---but ingraved 
by the ſpirit of the living God 4, It hangs 
not on the wall of a brittle palace, nor amid 
the ruins of a decaying temple, but over the 

gate of the New Jeruſalem. 
| Belſhazzar trembled, when he ſaw the 
hand-writing, © Thou art weighed in the 
ballances, and art found wanting 1. 
But the virtuous will behold, with extacy, 


2 Rey, xxi. 27. 1 2 Cor. iii. 3. t Dan. v. 27. 
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the finger of Jeſus writing on the pavement 
of eternal glory, while a croud of Angels are 
gazing with aſtoniſhment, ** a O NAME 


13 RATHER TO BE CHOSEN, THAN GREAT 


RICHES.” 

Let us attempt ſome improvement of what 
has been offered. | 

How ridiculous is envy? We cannot all 
be clothed in purple, and fare ſumptuouſly 
every day“; but we may all be ſerious; we 
may be rich in faith, and heirs of the pro- 
miſes. None are with-held from goodneſs 


A moral character is open to every one 


ſuited to every capacity. It is a diamond, 
which the pauper in rags may gather for his 
own: And the crown of a monarch is deſ- 
picable without it. Let the poor be con- 
tented, for genuine happineſs may grow in 
the coarſeſt ſoil. There is often the bitter- 
neſs of wormwood under the blaze of an em- 
broidered veſture. | 
How great the folly of ambition? It is pur- 
ſuing a bubble, to the neglect of a pearl. It 
is chacing a phantom, unſteady as the Ro- 
man pageant, which caught the eye with 
* Luke xvi. 19. 
B 4 rapture, 
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rapture, diffuſed a glare on the people, ant 
then vaniſhed from the fight. Dr. Young 

compares the men of the world, to ſhadows 
hunting one another. By giving the rein to 
appetite, we defeat our intention : we are 
| carried further from the ſtream of happineſs. 
| Labour not to be rich---ſet your affection 
1 on things above, not on things on the earth.“ 
A tradeſman ſhould be diligent, yet not en- 
groſſed by the world he ſhould provide for 
his family, without forgetting their ſouls--- 
he ſhould endeavour to raiſe them aboye de- 
pendance and anxiety, but be more ſollicit- 
ous for their character and improvement. 
Let the fine ſentiment of Addiſon become 
immortal :---To be anxious for nothing but 
what nature demands as neceflary---if it is 
not the way to an eſtate, is the way to what 
men aim at by getting an eſtate *.” Infidels 
may laugh at Agur's wiſh, but it diſcovers 
a deep knowledge of the inſtability of our 
ſra ne, and the allurements of the world. 
Remove far from me vanity and lies 
give me neither poverty nor riches --- feed 
me with food convenient for me---leſt 1 be 


* SpeR. v. ii. No. 113. 
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Full and deny thee, and ſay who is the Lord? 
or leſt I be poor, and ſteal, and take the 
name of my God in vain *.“ + 

Let the rich be upon their guard. They 
ought to rejoice, as though they rejoiced 
not: their moderation ſhould be known un- 
to all men. Gop appoints them the ſtew- 
ards of his houſehold, and gives them a di- 
rection for their conduct; Occupy till I 
come.“ It is not the language of a hermit 
—a prieſt—or a dotard, that reputation is 
ſuperior to wealth. It proceeds from the 
mouth of underſtanding, experience, and 
inſpiration. It deſcends from a throne— 
allow it a place in your-boſom. Recolle& 
the torment of Dives t, and ſecure the vir- 
tues of Lazarus. Religion becomes the 
gentleman—adorns the luſtre of a court— 
and embelliſhes the air of politeneſs. Let 


* Prov. xxx. 8, 9. 


+ I embrace this opportunity of recommend- 
ing Mr. ToLLtr's Sermons to Trad:/men, and 
am very glad to find that a ſecond edition was 
neceſſary, Every impartial reader will pro- 
nounce thera weighty, manly, and elegant, 


t Luke xvu. 19. 
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me tell you with freedom (Paul, the pri- 
ſoner of Jeſus, made the governor atten- 
tive) virtue is a jewel fairer than chryſtal, 
and more lovely than the ſolar beams. In- 
ſtead of contracting, it enlarges a fortune 
by the ſtores of eternity. By humility, 
and the fear of the Lord, are” riches, and 
honor, and life f.“ But the day approaches 
on the wing of time, and terminates in the 
funeral of Nature, when the trumpet of an 
archangel 'muſt lead the chorus, and the 
dark vault of infernal howling return the 
echo, — What ſhall a man give in exchange 
for his ſoul ? X 
A wiſe man will be diligent to acquire 
reputation. Half the labour commonly ſpent 
in trade, huſbandry, and pleaſure, would 
gain the palm of virtue, and the diadem of 
peace, Who among us will chuſe the fol- 
lowing character? That man has nothing 
to recommend him—I cannot ſay any thing 
to his advantage.” —But, if we turn with 
horror from a negative deſcription, we ought 
to be more afraid of an evil report. Re- 
member the adage, that a bad name flies 


Prov, Xii. 
+ Prov, xii. 4. 4 
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the fartheſt; it ſpreads with velocity, and 
is magnified by diſtance. One unguarded 
thoughtleſs hour may be productive of eter- 
nal cenſure, To live down a bad character 


(if I may uſe the term) is like bearing againſt 
the current; the wind and tide oppoſe you. 


It is an unfortunate circumſtance in human 


memory, that it retains the longeſt, what 
ſhould ſooneſt be forgotten, The credit 
of mankind is flow; and to cure a diſorder 
is more difficult, than to prevent one. 
I addreſs the argument to youth in particu- 
lar, Be perſuaded to cultivate a worthy 
character; to adorn yourſelves not merely 
with gold or coſtly array, but as becometh 
the profeſſors of Godlineſs, whether male or 
female, with good works *. Youth is the 
time for ſtarting well— The poiſoned arrow 
of calumny has not hitherto pierced your 
garment— Now, appetite may be governed, 
memory is tenacious, engagements are few, 


and conſcience tender. —Ye are like a gar- 


den, where no weeds have taken a deep root 
—ſuffer none to grow fill it with beautiful 
aromatic flowers. A good name is more 


* x3 Tim. ii. 9, 10. 
precious 


28 1 


precious than ointment “, and loving-favot 
than the revenue of kings. A blank is given 
you from the hand of Nature, whereon towrite 
infamy or honor—felicity or ruin :—chuſe 
the better—write it fairly—write it durably, 
In dependence on the Spirit of God, be the 
ornament of the family—be the joy of your 
parents---be an example to each other, and 
ſooner or later you will reap the benefit: 
your virtues may deſcend to poſterity, your 
graces may charm the living, and your hing 
pillow be ſofter than down. | 
We learn the duty of preſerving a gobd 
character, when it is obtained, There is 
need of caution and timely prudence, of jea- 
louſy and watchfulneſs,—there is great need 
of monitory counſel, and fervent ſupplication 
at the throne of grace, to maintain a cha- 
rater unſullied. Dead flies cauſe the 
ointment of the apothecary to ſend forth a 
ſtinking ſavour; ſo doth a little folly him 
that is in reputation for great wiſdom +.” 
Human nature is ſubject tv-weakneſs---lia- 
ble to error---expoſed to danger; let him 
that thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed, leſt he 
» Bcc. vii. 1. + Ecc. x. 1. 


fall. 
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fall t. If at any time we infringe on the bot- 
der of innocence, we have but little courage 
to call back our ſteps. You may as well 
open the bank of a river, as remove the bar- 
rier of vice ; it ruſhes upon you like a flood, 
and carries you away to deſtruction, 

Let me now perſuade you to be tender of 
another's reputation. This follows from the 
golden maxim. A ſpirit of cavilling is un- 
juſt. If our fellow-creatures have acted 
wrong, it is our buſineſs to pity, convince, 
and reſtore them---not to perſecute, or in- 
flame. The expreſſion is often verified, 
« that to injure a man's reputation, is tak- 
ing the bread out of his mouth.” It may 
ruin his buſineſs, and ſtarve his family: it 
may reduce him to a beggar, bring him into 
a work-houſe, or throw him into a jail. 
When none of theſe evils are the conſe- 
quence of backbiting, yet we murder the en- 
joyment of life. Our friends have their ſen- 
ſibility=--their paſſions---their intereſt---as 
tender as ou own; and muſt all be ſacrificed 
to gratify humour, or to fill the vacant hours 


of converſation? Muſt they all bleed as vic- 


ties. x. Ii 
tims 


SS 

tims on the cruel altar of malice ?-—s 
Is this the temper of Chriſtianity? Then 
the devil inſpired it. Charity never faileth; 
it believeth all things; it hopeth all things; 
it endureth all things *. Put on charity; 
which is the bond of perfectneſs. It covereth 
a multitude of fins---ſpares with maternal 
affection is the cement of human ſouls... 

and the glory of human nature. 
Thou Parent of mercies, and God of 
all conſolation! Raiſe our feeble ſpirits to 
the reſemblance of divine lenity ! Command 
our beſt affeQtions to the followers of the 
Lamb! May we love as brethren, bearing 
with one another, and forgiving one an- 
other, as God for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven 


us!“ 


Finally, the maurner may bs comforted 
for the death of the pious +, Let us not 
ſorrow, as without hope. Our beſt enjoy- 
ments are in heaven. They are covered from 
the ſtorm, and now landed on the ſhore of Ca- 
1 Cor. xiii. 7. 

+ The loſs of an intimate friend occaſioned 


this reflection, which in a dying werld can ne- 
ver be un _ onable. 


naan. 
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naan. They are gone, where no cloud ſhalt 
gather---no calumny aſperſe---no tempter 


invade---no forrow approach. Bleſſed 
are the dead who die in the Lord---they reſt 
from their labour, and their works ſhall 
follow them.” Loſe not the time in 
fruitleſs tears---imitate the piety of the de- 
ceaſed---prepare to join them in the fields of 
glory---there is a ſmile-on every counte- 
nance, and friendſhip .im every boſom---the 
Sun of righteouſneſs will foſter the bud of 
virtue, which now ſuffers by the coldneſs 
of the climate, ---There you may drink the 
cup of pleaſure without intoxication---there 
you may dig for riches, without the chatge 
of avarice, or the danger of Juxury---therg 
you may climb the ſummit of ambition, and 
never be giddy with the eminence, or tired 
of the proſpect.---Be not ſlothful, but fol- 
lowers of them, who, through faith and 
patience, inherit the promiſes. | 


* 


THE END. 
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By the ſame Author, 1 
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in which the Doctrine of Cox ic ene 
the Problems of Natural Philoſophy are omitt 
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